[Seroimmunologic studies in boutonneuse fever. I. Evaluation of a commercial micro-immunofluorescence kit in the serodiagnosis of boutonneuse fever].
The diagnosis of Boutonneuse Fever usually depends on clinical evidence (summer occurrence, fever, tache noire at the site of the tick bite, in 30-70% of cases, erythemato -papular rash, prompt response to chloramphenicol or tetracycline treatment). Serological confirmation is difficult since the only diagnostic procedure currently feasible, the Weil-Felix test, is not specific. Other more specific diagnostic procedures (agglutination, complement fixation, ELISA, indirect immunofluorescence tests) are beyond the possibilities of most laboratories (antigens are not available from the market). In the present paper, results obtained with a new commercially produced kit for indirect immunofluorescence are reported. Sera from patients with infectious and non infectious diseases as well as Boutonneuse Fever (at various stages of illness, from 6 days to 12 months) were examined. Sera from blood donors were also included. Specificity and sensitivity were satisfactory as well as reproducibility of results. Some apparently false positivities must be related to the present epidemiological pattern in western Sicily, and namely to the incidence of asymptomatic cases of Boutonneuse Fever, as demonstrated by recent works.